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After a rigorous discussion on various issues that concerns Dalit, Adivasi 
and Muslim women in the country in the last two days at this National 
Consultation of Maitri network at Pune, this national consultation concludes 
with some resolutions and demands from respective government to adopt 
and enact. 

These demands are as following: 

Eradication of Manual Scavenging:  

• It is estimated by NGOs that more than 1.2 million women are still 
induced in the practice of manual scavenging. The 2013 law mandates 
that the inhumane practice of manual scavenging be abolished and 
not practiced but it still being practiced in many parts of the country 
with the government agencies being the employer in majority cases.  
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• The Government should make sure at earliest that no person is 
employed as manual scavenger in the country and this inhumane 
practice is abolished completely. 

• That the government should ensure that the girls of communities 
historically involved in the practice of manual scavenging are getting 
quality education 

• The Government should ensure that the women earlier involved in the 
practice be given vocational training ensuring their dignified 
rehabilitation 

• The Government should employ at least one person from the family 
of the person died while scavenging manually.  

Sexual Violence against Women and Girls:  

Latest NCRB data suggest that the cases of sexual violence are being 
registered more than ever which is a welcoming sign at the same time it is 
a concern that even after a lot of work there is an increase in the number 
of sexual violence cases. During the discussions in the last two days we are 
certain that there are cases still going unreported and in context of Dalit, 
Adivasi and Muslim women there is insensitivity right across the state 
institutions. 

• The participants of this consultation demand that in all cases reported 
to the Police, the police should register an FIR immediately with 
proper sections of the IPC. 

• That Proper medical examination and treatment be done as according 
to the performa provided by the guidelines of ministry of Women and 
Child Development 

• That the degrading practice of Two-Finger test and mentioning of 
sexual history of the victim be prohibited and criminalized. 

• That at least one, One Stop Crisis Center be set up in all the districts 
of the country. 

• That the trial in cases of sexual violence be completed within a time-
bound frame which should not exceed 1 year. 
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• The Compensation amount as provided under the Victim 
Compensation Scheme should be disbursed to the victim within one 
month of its award by the Court. 

• The Government should ensure that proper fund is allocated as 
Nirbhaya Fund and properly utilized for the benefit of victims of sexual 
violence 

Caste based Commercial Sexual Exploitation:  

Thousands of women are subjected to prostitution because of their caste. 
Girls as young as 12 are pushed into the business of selling of a women’s 
body for someone else’s recreation. This Consultation believes that this is 
an inhumane practice where a girl or women is pushed for prostitution only 
because of their caste.  

• The Government should ensure that caste based prostitution is 
prohibited and women from these communities are protected from 
getting sexually exploited. 

• The Central Government should bring out a policy for prohibition of 
caste-based prostitution; to protect the women and to provide for 
rehabilitation mechanisms for the community involved in the practice 
for generations. 

• The Government should ensure that these victims are rehabilitated 
and are trained ensuring a dignified livelihood for themselves. 

• The Government and State Institutions should consider these sexual 
relations in lieu of money as rape committed by the customer. 

• The government should ensure that every child of the communities 
involved in the generational prostitution practiced be given quality 
education. 

Notified Tribes /De Notified Tribes:  

The Nomadic and Denotified tribes constitute about five million of population 
in Maharashtra and about 60 million all over India. There are 313 Nomadic 
Tribes and 198 Denotified Tribes. The large section of these tribes is known 
as “Vimukta jaatis” or the Ex-Criminal Tribes because they were branded as 



 4 

criminals by birth under the “Criminal Tribes Act 1871”, enacted by the British 
Government. 

• The Government machineries should be sensitive to the issues of 
NT/DNT and any kind of oppression or discrimination on them because 
of their historical identification as criminal tribes by the Britishers 
should not be tolerated. 

• The Government should do a separate census for the NT/DNT 
population in the country and make policies for them accordingly so 
as to integrate them in the larger society and its growth processes. 

• Attrocities committed against the NT/DNT should also be included 
under the SC/ST Act either through an amendment in the present 
Schedule Caste and Schedule Tribe (Prevention of Attrocities) Act, 
1989 

• A Special Cell for Protection of Rights and Entitlements for Women 
and Children of NT-DNTs should be created within the National 
Commission for Women and National Commission for Protection of 
Child Rights.  

• States should bring affirmative policies addressing the concerns of 
livelihood, security, shelter of NT-DNT communities with special focus 
on the women and children. 

Single women:  

As per the 2011 census there are around 50 million single women. These 
women face discrimination in the society and State’s apathy for providing 
them social security. Our discussion suggests that single women are facing 
a lot of issues which requires state active involvement. These are the 
following demands emerging out from the discussions held at the 
Consultation. 

• Formulate special policy for single women. States should formulate 
special policies for the Single Women. 

• Ensure that the Laws are single women friendly and cover the 
realities of modern-day practice of separation and desertion. 
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• Recognise the Separated and Abandoned Women as single women 
and provide them with certain protection and benefits 

• Build Community led rehabilitation programs for the Single women so 
that they are not isolated and their future is secured with dignity. 

• Proper Implementation of the schemes for single women and their 
children for their education, health, ration and other necessities 

• Draft a national or state wise policy for the women who are deserted 
by their husband. 

Land and Property:   

• Provide for registration of land in the name of both partners 
• Allocation and registration of Land for Dalit and Adivasi women in 

their name. 

Domestic violence:  

• Awareness on the DV Act. Government should ensure that proper 
awareness is being done by state machineries of the Domestic 
Violence Act. 

• Enhance Sensitivity of State machineries for proper implementation 
of the Domestic Violence Act 

Other:  

• Ensure the implementation of The Sexual Harassment of Women at 
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act 2013 in the 
Informal Sector.  

• Monitor the Formation of ICC as per the Sexual Harassment of Women 
at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act 2013. The 
government should regularly monitor that the ICC as prescribed by 
the 2013 Act are established and functioning. Stricter penalty to be 
imposed if establishments are not establishing the committee 

• Formation of Local Complaints Committee: It is noted that the LCC as 
envisaged in the 2013 act on preventing sexual harassment at 
workplace doesn’t exist in most districts of the country or even if it 
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exists the workers are unaware, so the State Government should 
ensure that the LCC are formed in all districts and in blocks where 
large section of informal workers work. The Government should also 
plan campaign for the same with general populations so that they are 
aware of such committee.  

• Gender Budgeting: The Government should ensure that the budget 
allocation is done with a gendered perspective with special emphasis 
on the concerns and requirements of the women from marginalised 
groups ensuring their growth and attainment of constitutional ideals 
of equality and dignity 

• Collective effort in ensuring a large and strong network of committed 
individuals and organisation ensuring the implementation of various 
laws and policies for the protection and upliftment of the women from 
marginalised groups. 

• While some states have formulated policies on some percentage of 
women reservation in local self-government, there should be a 
national policy for reservation of women in governments. The policy 
should also cater to new challenges to women in government like 
their removal based on gendered directed no-confidence motion. It 
should also address the concept of “Panchayat Pati” and the 
dominance of men and state institutions compliance in furthering this 
domination.  
 

 

 

 


